
‘Where a walk in the park’ is the 
theme at Camino Del Rio, a new 
foot trail has been added to the 
miles of walking trails through-
out the community. Nature trails 
for walking, bird watching and 
eventually biking are part of the 
central focus to allow home 
owners to get out and enjoy the 
natural surroundings.  Easy  
access to the creeks and river is 
a key component to the master 
plan and community layout and 
the new jungle trail  known as 
the ‘Paulino Jungle Trail’ adds to 
the beauty of the park theme.   
The new trail connects from the 
existing ‘Hilario Teak Trail’ on 
the recreational side of the  

community and weaves in and 
out of the Maya Creek and 
Caves Branch River.  With lots of 
rain forest canopy to walk 
through, the trail first crosses 
over the Maya creek on an old 
fashioned footbridge.  After 
passing through a number of 
native hardwood trees the trail 
opens up to an inviting sitting 
area with breathtaking views of 
the Caves Branch River.  
Benches are placed at conven-
ient and scenic locations along 
the path to allow guests to sit 
and admire the natural         
surroundings.   Next time you’re 
in Belize, take some time out for 
a hike along the trail. 
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Near a small Mennonite town, a 
farmer dug a shallow water well 
a few years ago and found a 
viscous black liquid seeping 
into the water. Now Belize is the 
newest exporter of oil to the 
United States, a development 
that is starting to upend this 
small country of 280,000     
people.  With over 50 attempts 
by other small and large oil 
companies in the  last 49 years, 
Belize Natural Energy (BNE), a 
small company backed by    
investors from Ireland and  
Colorado, struck oil in its first 
drilling attempt. Their wells are 
producing 2,000 barrels a day 
of oil similar in quality to the 

low-sulfur crude from the oil 
fields of West Texas.   The oil is 
low in impurities making it    
relatively easy to process into 
fuel. BNE plans to import a small 
plant that would enable it to 
produce diesel fuel from crude 
locally, which would alleviate the    
country's need to import some of 

its refined fuel.   BNE plans to 
work its business for the    
development of Belize that 
would allow Belizeans a  share 
in the company.  Should BNE 
be successful it would provide 
new opportunities for the 
country. With the price of  
crude oil growing, any exports 
would yield some significant 
foreign exchange. The        
company is also channeling 
one percent of its revenue to a 
fund for protecting the      
country's fragile environment, 
which is about 40 percent 
jungle.  
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